1990 Vintage
Saint-Émilion Great Classified Growth
Vinification

Situation
The Troplong Mondot vineyard
covers 33 hectares (81 acres) on the
clay-limestone plateau to the east
of the village of Saint-Émilion
Density of plantation
6.600 vines / Ha
5.600 vines / Ha
Blend
85 % Merlot
15 % Cabernet Franc and
Cabernet Sauvignon
Average age of the vines
45 years
Yield 1990
37 hectolitres per hectare
production after blending
Troplong Mondot : 110.000 bottles
Mondot : 11.980 bottles
Alcohol degree on bottle
13,5°

Traditional vinification, alcoholic and malolactic fermentation in stainless
steel vats. The ageing was done is new oak barrels (70%) and one-year
barrels, and lasted 23 months. Racking through the small bunghole from
barrel to barrel, determined by tasting. The final blending is carried out,
ageing finished, just before the bottling. A fining was needed for the
second wine only.

The 1990 campaign

The reason for the early-ripening of the 1990 was the same as for the
1989 - favourable weather conditions from the beginning of the year until
the end of October. Bud-break was very early because of mild weather
during the winter. The last days of March and most of the month of April
were cold. Overall, May was hot, sunny and with average rainfall. The
first signs of flowering were observed between 10th to 12th of May in the
earliest ripening plots. June and the first twenty days of July were dry with
average temperatures. However, the end of July and the month of August
were extremely hot. Rainfall was very low. Grape colour change followed
the same pattern as the flowering-slow and spread out. Mid-point of
grape colour change was estimated as the 6th August. September was hot
and sunny with average rainfall.
The harvest took place from September 20 to October 2. The crop was
in perfectly healthy condition, and all the grape varieties, even the lateripening ones, ripened well, thanks to ideal weather conditions, both
during the ripening period and the harvest.

Tasting

The 1990 Troplong Mondot exhibits a deep, rich, ruby-purple colour, an
intense and complex bouquet of black fruit, spices and mineral notes.
This wine has concentration and a mix of power, finesse and grace, with
enough tannins and backbone to ensure great ageing potential.
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